v]                      JS NOT SELFISHNESS.                     125

is only when we disregard the good of others for the
sake of our own advantage that we are chargeable
with selfishness. Hence, if we are stimulated to do
what is right by the thought of future consequences
to ourselves, it does not follow that in so acting we
are guilty of selfishness. It would only be on the
supposition that by such a course of conduct we
were injuring others while benefiting ourselves, that
we should be fairly open to the charge of selfishness.
But when I say injuring others, it must be under-
stood that it is in relation to society as a whole. A
right action, though beneficial to society as a whole,
may entail suffering on an individual, as when a
malefactor receives punishment, though even as
regards the malefactor himself the punishment,
though apparently injurious to him, may really even
to him be beneficial in the long run. It is only on
the supposition that a right action was injurious to
society in the widest sense that the question could
arise whether the performance of it, in so far as that
performance was influenced by a consideration of the
actor's own advantage, was fairly chargeable with
selfishness. But to suppose that an action right
in itself can lead in the long run, and when every-
thing depending on it is supposed to be taken into
account, to injurious consequences, seems to me to
be impugning either the power or the goodness of
the Euler of the universe. We need not, therefore,